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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an information 
disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1.98, 37 CFR L98(a)(2) requires a legible 
copy of: (1) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion which caused it to be listed; 
(3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application specification including claims, and 
any drawing of the application, or that portion of the application which caused it to be listed 
including any claims directed to that portion, unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored 
in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which 
caused it to be listed. In addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 

1 .98(a)(1) and (b)), and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on 
a separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been considered. 
Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information or any missing 
element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determiiiing compliance with the 
requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all "statement" requirements of 37 
CFR 1.97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in accordance with 
37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and must be presented on a 
separate sheet, apart from any other text. 
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3. In view of the amendment filed on 15 September 2005, the Examiner withdraws 
objections to the abstract concerning content and objections the specification and claims 
concerning informalities. 

Response to Amendment 

4. The reply filed on 15 September 2005 is not fully responsive to tlie prior Office Action 
because of the following omission(s) or matter(s): The applicant argues that the limitations of 
claim 1 have not been overcome by Lo, US Patent No. 4,539,677 however the remarks given are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that claim 1 eiTor management means recognizes an error in 
the signal the transceiver signals on the receiving line but the limitations of the claim are dravm 
towards an error management means that recognizes and error on the signal line the transceiver 
signals on the receiving line therefore applicant's arguments are non-responsive to the limitations 
of claim 1 . Therefore the rejections of claim 1 based on 35 U.S.C. 102(b) and all dependant 
claims has been maintained. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be 
bona fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date 
of this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37 CFR 1,1 36(a). 

5. Regarding claim 2, the Applicant contends that the Lo reference fails to disclose an error 
management means that recognizes an enor where the error signal is not cancelled until botli the 
transmission line is inactive and the receiving line is active. The Examiner disagrees and asserts 
that Lo discloses a transceiver that includes a timer that allows access to the bus for transmission 
for a certain period of time. If the bus is available for transmission when the timer is to be reset 



Applicatioii/Control Number: 1 0/055,387 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2817 • 

then an interruption signal is presented and evaluation is started to determine the next step. If a 
collision is detected then the transmitter is turned off and transmission is rescheduled. Therefore 
the transmission line is inactive and the receiving line is then active and the interruption signal 
can be cancelled until the situation is evaluated again (See figure 7 and 8 and column 2, lines 6- 
52) 

6. The amendment filed 15 September 2005 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) because it 
introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no amendment shall 
introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added material, which is not 
supported by the original disclosure, is as follows: 

7. Regarding claim 14, applicant claims a transceiver characterized in that the 
predetermined time interval is in accordance with a minimal time interval ensured by the data 
bus protocol for an inactive state of the data bus. The italicized items are not supported by the 
specification. 

8. Regarding claims 15-20, applicant claims a transceiver comprising error management 
logic that monitor the signals of the transmission line and receiving line, the error management 
logic including determination logic that, responsive to the monitored signals, determines whether 
the data bus lines are in one state when the receiving line simultaneously signals the bus is in an 
opposite state, and the error management logic including signal logic that, responsive to said 
detennination, provides an error signal. The itahcized items are not supported by the 
specification. 

9. Regarding claim 19, applicant claims a transceiver, wherein the timer generates the error 
signal responsive to the transmission line being active for a time period which is longer than a 
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predetermined time interval that is in accordance with a time interval ensured by the data bus 
protocol for an inactive state to arise on the data bus. The italicized items are not supported by 
the specification. 

Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 0. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

1 1 . Claims 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. Please see above paragraphs 7-9 for a full explanation of this new matter rejection. 

1 2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

13. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Claim 18 states, a transceiver further comprising timer logic a timer, the timer 
generating a timer signal. The Examiner is not clear on what the applicant is trying to claim with 
regards to "timer logic a timer". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

14. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

15. Claims 1-7, 9 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 4,539,677 to Lo. 

1 6. Regarding claim I, Lo discloses a transceiver for a bus (see column 2, lines 6-10) in 
which the transceiver is connected to a controller (See column 2, lines 16-23), which is coupled 
to and manages a data bus (See figure 5 and column 2, lines 6-10). The transceiver comprises a 
control (See column 2, lines 16-23 and lines 24-33), which supplies an interruption signal when 
they recognize that the data bus lines are active, and when the receiving line simultaneously 
signals an inactive bus (See column 2, lines 34-52 and figures 7 and 8). 

17. Regarding claim 2, Lo discloses a transceiver for a bus (see column 2, lines 6-10) in 
which the transceiver is connected to a controller (See column 2, lines 16-23), which is coupled 
to and manages a data bus. The transceiver comprises a control that comprises a timer circuit 
which triggers a signal when the transmission line is active for a longer period than a 
predetermined time interval, where the signal is cancelled only when the transmission line 
signals an inactive bus and the receiving line signals an active bus (See column 2, lines 6-52 and 
figures 7 and 8). 

18. Regarding claim 3, which inlierits all of the limitations of claim 1, Lo discloses a 
transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that the control (See column 2, lines 16- 
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23 and lines 24-33) switches a signal when the transmission line signals an inactive bus and the 
receiving line signals an active bus (See column 2, lines 34-52). 

19. Regarding claim 4, v/hich inherits all of the limitations of claim 1, Lo discloses a 
transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that the control signal (See column 2, 
lines 16-23 and lines 24-33) switches a bus transmission stage in the transceiver to the inactive 
state (See column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 4). 

20. Regarding claim 5, which inherits all of the limitations of claim 1, Lo discloses a 
transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that the control signal (See colunm 2, 
lines 16-23 and lines 24-33) is signaled external to the transceiver by means of an error line (See 
column 7, line 49 - column 8, line 4). 

21 . Regarding claim 6, which inherits all of the limitations of claim 1, Lo discloses a 
transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that a control line is provided that resets 
the control and thus switches the control signal to the inactive state (See column 7, line 49 - 
column 8, line 4). 

22. Regarding claim 7, which inlierits all of the limitations of claim 1, Lo discloses a 
transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that the means for control (See column 2, 
lines 16-23 and lines 24-33) comprises a flip-flop (See figure 6, reference characters 38 and 35 - 
"latch"), which, in tlie set state, supplies the control signal (See figure 6 and column 6, lines 47- 
62). 

23. Regarding claim 9, which inherits all of the limitations of claim 2, Lo discloses a 
transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that the timer circuit in the control sets 
the flip-flop (See figure 6, reference characters 38 and 35 - "latch'') when the transmission line is 
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active for a longer period than a predetemiined time interval (See figure 6 and column 5, line 61 
-column 6, line 18). 

24. Regarding claim 1 1, Lo discloses a transceiver for a bus (see column 2, lines 6-10) in 
which the transceiver comprises a control (See column 2, lines 16-23 and lines 24-33), which 
supplies an interruption signal that stops the transceiver from acting on the bus (See column 2, 
lines 34-52 and figures 7 and 8). 

25. Regarding claim 12, Lo discloses a transceiver for a bus (see column 2, lines 6-10) in 
which the transceiver is connected to a controller (See column 2, lines 16-23), which is coupled 
to and manages a data bus (See figure 5 and column 2, lines 6-10). The transceiver comprises a 
control (See column 2, lines 16-23 and lines 24-33), which supplies an interruption signal when 
they recognize that the data bus lines are active, and when the receiving line simultaneously 
signals an inactive bus (See column 2, lines 34-52 and figures 7 and 8). The control comprises a 
timer circuit which triggers a signal when the transmission line is active for a longer period than 
a predetermined time interval, where the signal is cancelled only when the transmission line 
signals an inactive bus and the receiving line signals an active bus (See column 2, lines 6-52 and 
figures 7 and 8). 

26. Regarding claim 13, Regarding claim 5, which inherits all of the limitations of claim 1, 
Lo discloses a transceiver (see column 2, lines 6-10), characterized in that the control signal (See 
column 2, lines 16-23 and lines 24-33) is signaled external to the transceiver by means of an 
error line to an processing equipment having priority over the controller (See column 7, line 49 - 
column 8, line 4 and abstract). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
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27. Claims 8 and 10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 



28. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Krista M. Flanagan whose telephone number is (571) 272-2203. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Pascal can be reached on (571) 272-1769. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status inforaiation for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



K. Flanagan 
20051108 




